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Homework #1- Environmental News and Policy Analysis

Citation: Linthicum, Kate. "L.A. Moves to Eliminate Reliance on Coal-powered Energy." Los Angeles Times. Los Angeles Times, 19 Mar. 2013. Web. 02 Sept. 2013. <http://articles.latimes.com/2013/mar/19/local/la-me-no-more-coal-20130320>.
	The energy issue that I chose to focus on is the use of coal for energy.  Coal is the dirtiest of all our energy sources and is used on a global scale for energy. The coal industry is extremely powerful and has a lot of money, which means that the industry has a lot to use if coal usage depletes.  It employs thousands of employees and has plants all over the country.  In June 2013, LA committed to go coal free by 2025.  The original date set for the city to go coal free was 2027 however the mayor moved the date up because this is something that is extremely important to him.  He had tried to accomplish this by 2020 however; “shakeups in DWP leadership, the failure of several renewable energy proposals and the grip of long-term contracts with out-of-state power producers have kept the mayor's goal out of reach.”  The city council is also necessary in order to approve any contract changes that the city might have with the existing coal plants.  
There are many people who are going to be affected by this new policy change.  Some of the people who are thrilled by the news include “the Sierra Club and other environmental advocates have been pushing the city for years to speed its divestment from coal, which is cheaper than green alternatives but which pollutes the air with toxic metals and greenhouse gas emissions.”  However, there are two main power plants in Arizona and Utah which are going to loose a ton of jobs and income when they no longer provide LA with 40% of its energy.  The mayor Antonio Villaraigosa who decided to push the date of the goal up is also a heavy stake holder in the new policy because he is going to either gain more public support if it is successful economically and environmentally or he is going to loose many of his voters if it is not thought out in time.  The department of water and power is going to also have to rethink a lot of their power sources and work on a lot of the technical implementation issues at a more rapid rate.  
Los Angeles has passed the decision part of the policy process because they have a firm policy and goal in place however now they are stuck on the implementation and specifications on how they are going to achieve their goal.  There has yet to be a really specific lay out on how exactly they are going to get all of their energy from now on, even though there is talk about converting one of the coal plants to a natural gas plant.  It seems that they need to really flesh out the goal and what that implies because the current mayor who committed to this goal is not likely to be in office by 2025 when the goal is supposed to be completed.  
This goal and the policy surrounding it is a good example of sustainability and resilience.  The Department of Water and Power has created many struggles along the way of achieving the goal by failing to accept renewable energy proposals and some of the people in LA are also being resilient to the change in fear that their electricity bills will increase.  Sometimes in order to do what is sustainable you need to do things that will cost money and not always appeal to all of the groups involved due to inconvenience.  However, the mayor and the city of LA have overcome many of the obstacles and resilience by explaining the positive long term effects implementing something like this will have.  Accomplishing this will put LA on the map as one of the world leaders in reducing green house gasses. 
The next steps for Los Angeles to achieve their goal of going coal free by 2025 is that they need to draw out a clear plan on how they are going to replace the 40% of energy which is currently coming from coal.  LA needs to decide which portions are going to come from renewable sources, natural gas, etc. and how that is going to play out economically.  This is going to be a huge deal if it can be accomplished and it will be the largest city in the world to successfully go coal free.  
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